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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Green et al. 
(6,127,631). 

Regarding claim 1, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses a cable routing tray, 
comprising: 

a body 200 mounted on an outside surface of the electronic device 105; 

a cable routing channel 225 formed on said body 200, said cable routing channel 225 
comprising an ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) which receives an external cable from a first outside 
face of the electronic device 105, an egress (col. 2, lines 18-21) which outputs said external cable 
to a second outside face of the electronic device 105, and a guiding path (see figure 7) 
therebetween which removably routes said external cable between said ingress (col 2, lines 18- 
21) and said egress (col. 2, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claims 2 and 1 1, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said cable 
routing channel 225 comprises a hollow cavity (see figure 7) formed in said body 200, said 
ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) comprising an aperture (see figure 7) into said hollow cavity (see 
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figure 7) and said egress (col. 2, lines 18-21) comprising an aperture (see figure 7) out of said 
hollow cavity (see figure 7). 

Regarding claims 3 and 12, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said body 200 
comprises an aperture (see figure 7) into said hollow cavity (see figure 7) in at least one position 
along said guiding path (see figure 7) of said cable routing channel 225. 

Regarding claims 4 and 13, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said cable 
routing channel 225 comprises a groove in said body 200. 

Regarding claims 5 and 14, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said retainer 260 
comprises at least one support structure 260. 

Furthermore, the limitations of "for maintaining said external cable positioned in said 
groove" in claims 5 and 14 has been considered, but does not result in a structural difference. It 
has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus 
satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

Regarding claims 6 and 15, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said at least one 
support structure 260 is a tab. 

Regarding claims 7 and 16, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that said ingress 
(col. 2, lines 18-21) is located in proximity to a first edge of said body 200; and said egress (col. 
2, lines 18-21) is located in proximity to a different edge of said body 200. 

Regarding claim 8, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses an electronic instrument 
comprising: 

a housing 105, 
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an electrical connector 107 positioned on a first outside face of said housing 105; a first 
cable routing channel 225 formed on a second outside face of said housing 105, said second 
outside face adjacent to said first outside face of said housing 105, said cable routing channel 
225 comprising: 

an ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to said electrical connector 107 which 
receives an external cable 305, 

an egress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to a third outside face of said housing 105 
which outputs said external cable 305, and 

a guiding path (see figure 7) connecting said ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) and said egress 
which removably routes (col. 2, lines 18-21) said external cable between said ingress (col. 2, 
lines 18-21) and said egress (col. 2, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 9, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses an external cable 305 
connected to said electrical connector 107, said external cable 305 positionable to extend 
outwards from said first outside face of said housing 105 or to be routed to said third outside face 
of said housing 105 through said first cable routing channel 225. 

Regarding claim 10, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses a cable routing tray 
mounted on said second outside face of said housing 105, said cable routing tray 200 comprising 
said first cable routing channel 225. 

Regarding claim 17, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses at least one additional cable 
routing channel 225 formed on a second face of computer housing 105, each of at least one 
additional cable routing channel 225 comprising a respective ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in 
proximity to at least one additional respective electrical connector 107 on said first outside face 
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of a housing 105, a respective egress (col 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to a third outside face or a 
fourth outside face of said housing 105 which outputs said external cable 305, and a respective 
guiding path connecting said respective ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) and said respective egress 
(col. 2, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 18, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses that a first cable routing 
channel 225 comprises a second egress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to a fourth face of a 
housing 105. 

Regarding claim 19, Green et al. (col 2, lines 6-67) discloses a method comprising: 
providing on said instrument 105 a routing channel 225 from said first face of 
said electronic instrument 105 to said second face of said electronic instrument 105, said routing 
channel 225 comprising an ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to said electrical connector 
107, an egress (col. 2, lines 18-21) in proximity to a third face of said housing 105, and a guiding 
path (figure 7) connecting said ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) and said egress (col. 2, lines 18-21), a 
retainer 260 which receives said external cable 305 in said guiding path (see figure 7) when said 
external cable 305 is routed through said guiding path (figure 7) therebetween which removably 
routes said external cable 305 between said ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) and said egress (col. 2, 
lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 20, Green et al. (col. 2, lines 6-67) discloses a method including the 
steps of inserting said external cable 305 into said routing channel 225 such that said external 
cable 305 enters said routing channel 225 at said ingress (col. 2, lines 18-21) and exits said 
channel 225 at said egress (col. 2, lines 18-21). 
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Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anton B Harris whose telephone number is (571) 272-1976. The 
examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Dean Reichard, can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 3 1. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 



Conclusion 



abh 



8/18/06 
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